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COUNTY COUNCIL LOCAL COMMITTEE FOR 
SOUTH LAKELAND – HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION WORKING GROUP

Meeting date: 19th February, 2020

From: Executive Director – Economy and 
Infrastructure.

PROVISIONAL DEVOLVED HIGHWAYS REVENUE 
ALLOCATIONS 2020/21 

1.0 EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.1 Members of the Highways and Transportation Working Group (“the 
Working Group”) are asked to consider the Local Committee’s devolved 
highways revenue allocations for 2020/21 and to make a 
recommendation to the South Lakeland Local Committee Meeting on 
23rd March 2020. The provisional allocation for 2020/21 is £1,195,373 
which includes an inflationary increase of £43,361 compared to the 
allocation received in the 2019/20 financial year. The summary of the 
recommended devolved revenue allocations for 2020/21 is shown at 
Appendix 1. 

2.0 STRATEGIC PLANNING AND EQUALITY IMPLICATIONS

2.1 This report supports the aims and objectives of the Council Plan, 
Corporate Strategy and the Local Transport Plan through the efficient 
planning and delivery of the Highways and Transport Programme in the 
South Lakeland area.

2.2 The Programme complies with the Strategic Equality Assessments for 
the Highways and Transport Service. 

3.0 RECOMMENDATION

3.1 That the Working Group recommend that South Lakeland Local 
Committee agree the Provisional Devolved Highways Revenue 
Allocations for 2020/21 which is attached as Appendix 1 to this report 



subject to confirmation of the budget allocation by Full Council on 13th 
February 2020. 

4.0 BACKGROUND

4.1 This report makes recommendations to the Local Committee in relation to the 
devolved highways revenue allocations for 2020/21. The provisional allocation 
for 2020/21 is £1,195,373 which includes an inflationary increase of £43,361 
compared to the allocation received in the 2019/20 financial year. A summary 
of the recommended devolved revenue allocations for 2020/21 is attached as 
Appendix 1 to this report and is subject to confirmation of the budget 
allocation by Full Council on 13th February 2020.

4.2 The 2019/20 Devolved Highways Revenue Allocation reported to Local 
Committee on 29th January 2020 is forecast to overspend by £57,458 
although the service is working to reduce this before the end of the financial 
year. Although no decision has been made it is expected that any overspend 
incurred on the 2019/20 Devolved Highways Revenue Allocation is likely to be 
carried forward into 2020/21 reducing the available funds for 2020/21 and 
restricting the delivery of works.

4.3 Although the provisional overall allocation for 2020/21 has been increased by 
£43,361, to account for inflation, it is proposed to initially retain these monies 
within a holding code to meet some or all of the potential overspend from the 
2019/20 financial year. It is proposed therefore to retain the budget allocations 
across the different work activities at 2019/20 levels initially. 

4.4 The £12,000 allocated to weed spraying is expected to be 1/3rd of the cost of 
this activity with contributions to be sought for the remainder of the cost to be 
shared between the Local Committee Communities revenue budget and 
SLDC. If these contributions are not agreed by other parties, and weed 
spraying is to be undertaken at proposed levels, then other budget lines would 
have to be reduced accordingly.

4.5 The devolved revenue allocations are intended to support routine 
maintenance activities to maintain the condition of the Non-Principal Road 
Network (NPRN), including:

(a) Undertaking the safety and condition inspections
(b) Responding to calls for service for highway maintenance from Members 

and the public;
(c) Undertaking the gulley cleansing programme;
(d) Undertaking the verge maintenance programme and responding to trees 

which require urgent attention;



(e) Undertaking road lighting inspections and maintenance and;
(f) Undertaking traffic signal maintenance.

5.0 OPTIONS

5.1 The Working Group may agree the Recommendation;

5.2 The Working Group may suggest changes to the proposed allocations to be 
taken forward to the South Lakeland Local Committee meeting on 23rd March 
2020.

6.0 RESOURCE AND VALUE FOR MONEY IMPLICATIONS

6.1 The Highways Revenue Budget for works on the non-principal road network in 
South Lakeland is devolved to Local Committee to agree an allocation to 
devolved activities within the overall budget devolved to it and review in 
accordance with the Council’s policies and the overall objectives as laid out in 
the current Local Transport Plan.  

6.2 The Draft Revenue Budget 2020/21 for Council is due to be considered at is 
meeting in 13 February 2020 and currently includes a proposed Highways 
Revenue Budget devolved to South Lakeland Local Committee of £1,195,373.  
Should the position change between drafting this report and the meeting of 
Working Group an oral update may be given.

6.3 It is expected that, if as currently forecast the Devolved Highways Revenue 
Budget is overspent at the end of 2019/20, any overspend may be carried 
forward as a reduction to the 2020/21 budget.  When allocating the Highways 
Devolved Revenue budget to programmes of work Local Committee should 
have regard to remaining within he overall budget. The proposed initial 
allocation of the devolved Highways Revenue Budget would if agreed hold 
back £43,361 in the 2020/21 budget to partially or wholly address any 
overspend that may be brought forward from 2019/20 (paragraph 4.3).  As 
part of its regular review of the budget devolved to Local Committee Working 
Group would be able to make further recommendations to Local Committee 
regarding to changes to the allocation once the actual outturn position is 
confirmed and as any other issues may emerge. 

7.0 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS

 
7.1 Local Committees may, pursuant to Part 2D, paragraph 5.1.2 f) of the 

Constitution, agree and keep under review the implementation of, the 
highways revenue budget and capital programme for the local committee’s 
area to support the Council to carry out its statutory duty to maintain the 
highway in a safe condition as far as reasonably practicable (KB – 4.2.2020)



8.0 CONCLUSION

8.1 This report details the provisional allocations for the Devolved Highways 
Revenue Allocation, under each of the different allocation headings, for 
2020/21. 

Angela Jones
Executive Director, Economy and Infrastructure

Date: 19th February 2020

APPENDICES

Appendix 1 2020/21 Provisional Devolved Highways Revenue Allocation 
Summary 

Electoral Division(s): All South Lakeland

Executive Decision Yes

Key Decision No

If a Key Decision, is the proposal published in the current Forward Plan? N/A

Is the decision exempt from call-in on grounds of urgency? No

N/AIf exempt from call-in, has the agreement of the Chair of the relevant 
Overview and Scrutiny Committee been sought or obtained?

NoHas this matter been considered by Overview and Scrutiny?
If so, give details below.

NoHas an environmental or sustainability impact assessment been 
undertaken?

NoHas an equality impact assessment been undertaken?

N.B. If an executive decision is made, then a decision cannot be implemented until the 
expiry of the eighth working day after the date of the meeting – unless the decision is 
urgent and exempt from call-in and necessary approvals have been obtained.

PREVIOUS RELEVANT COUNCIL OR EXECUTIVE DECISIONS
[including Local Committees]

No previous relevant decisions

CONSIDERATION BY OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY



Not considered by Overview and Scrutiny.

BACKGROUND PAPERS

No background papers.
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Highway Network Manager, South Lakes
0300 303 2992


